MORAL SUPPORT	333
tapas%a. It has acquired world prestige through the accep-
tance of truth and non-violence for the attainment of its
goal. If the Congress could have given its blessings to Britain,
the world would have adjudged Britain's cause to be just.
The masses over whom the Congress holds sway would also
have acknowledged justice to be on Britain's side. But in
all this the Congress would have had nothing material to
give. The British Government would, by its own action, have
acquired moral prestige or strength. Though the Congress
would not give one man or one pice as material aid, its moral
support and blessings would definitely have turned the
scales in favour of Britain. This is my belief. That my belief
may be groundless and that the Congress never had any
moral prestige is quite possible. The determination of this
question is unnecessary for my argument.
But the opportunity for rendering moral support now
seems almost to have gone. The Congress felt itself unable
to adopt my course. It cannot be taken mechanically. It
presupposes a living faith in truth and non-violence. The
greatest quality in the Congress is this that it has never
claimed to have what it really does not possess. And there-
fore its resolutions are dignified and carry force with them*
The help that the Congress in its latest resolution
promises to give is material and for a consideration, emi-
nently just, no doubt, but it is not and cannot be uncondi-
tional. I do not suggest that this position is either untenable
or morally wrong. The resolution has dignity because it is
the. considered opinion of the majority. But by passing it
the Congress has, in my opinion, surrendered the prestige
it had or was supposed to have. Many Congressmen say
that, while they firmly believed that they could attain
Swaraj through non-violence, they had never meant it to be
understood that they could retain it also through non-
violence. The entire outside world, however, believed that
the Congress was showing the golden way to the abolition
of war. No one outside India ever dreamed that, if the Con-
gress could wrest independence from a mighty power like
Britain purely through non-violence, it would not be able
to defend it also by the same means.

